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DEADLINE LOOMS...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

of six waterfront houses on Jackson
Street on July 16; and the first-ever
New Suffolk Funky, Artsy-Craftsy Festi-
val on the first weekend in October —
designed to raise awareness and funds
for the property.

The group will also hold several Sat-
urday evening events in the old Gal-
ley Ho restaurant building on the bay
throughout August in conjunction with
an exhibit of paintings by local artists
entitled “Northfork by Northfork.” And
the annual New Suffolk Waterfront 5K
race will be held on Aug. 13.

“Our goal is to start using the wa-
terfront as we'd originally

it. We know what will never be devel-
oped here.”

Though Ms. Schnitzler said the
Conservation Fund seems amenable
to extending the loan repayment
window, the waterfront fund hopes
to own the property outright by next
June. The group has not yet looked
into a long-term mortgage-type sce-
nario for paying for the property.

The group continues to offer boat
storage space on a beach on the
property and is leasing out slips for
the season at the dock behind the
old Galley Ho, though Ms. Schnitzler
said it’s far more likely that transient
boaters will use the slips when they
tie up for the evening to visit Legends

restaurant and the Sum-

planned to do it,” said Ms. ‘Our goal is mer Girl boutique next
Schnitzler. “It’s in part for door. The waterfront fund
fundraising, but it’s in part  to keep the is asking transient boaters
to getan idea of what things : to deposit $10, on the hon-
people like and what kinds ~ property intact  or system, in a lock box on
of activities they'd like to the dock to help support
see going on there.” SO we can the cause.

Group members hope
these events will cover the
waterfront fund’s ongoing
operating costs, but the real
nut, the $1 million remain-
ing on aloan from the Con-
servation Fund, a national non-profit
that provides money for conservation
projects, is due next June. The fund
is about to embark on a campaign to
target large donors who can help pay
off that loan.

Earlier this spring, group members
entertained the idea of subdividing
the property and selling a portion to a
government agency that would serve
as a partner in preservation. But need-
ing a variance from the town, they’ve
temporarily tabled that idea.

“Our goal is to keep the property
intact so we can control what goes on
there and what doesn'’t go on there,”
said Ms. Schnitzler. “That is still our
preference to do that. That's the plan
we're going with at the moment.”

Doing so will require donors with
very deep pockets.

“It is formidable, but we're two-
thirds of the way there,” she said. The
waterfront fund has already raised $2
million, which was used to pay a por-
tion of the purchase price, legal fees,
insurance and other carrying costs.

“When we first began, people were
saying, ‘You're never going to be able
to do this,”” Ms. Schnitzler said. But so
far, 500 individual donors and 68 per-
cent of New Suffolk’s population have
contributed to the cause.

“We're looking for new donors who
are conservation-minded,” she said.
“It took us a long time to develop a
presence, but now we can say we own

control what

goes on there!
Barbara Schnitzler

As the group’s financial
goals get closer in sight,
they have also begun plan-
ning other ongoing uses of
the property. A community
garden is now in its second
year and group members are work-
ing with the Group for the East End to
become a stopover on a “Blueways”
trail, a state-sponsored network of
kayak routes. They are also speaking
with a consortium of North Fork his-
torical organizations about creating
an exhibit on New Suffolk history in
abarn on the property.

“We had oysters, scallops, subma-
rines. The Cutchogue-New Suffolk
Historical Council tells the agrarian
history, but it doesn’t tell our story, the
maritime story,” said Ms. Schnitzler.

byoung@timesreview.com
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